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Rufus Woods poses in front of the Wenatchee World's "traveling office" used on tours of central Washington during the 1920s
and 1930s. (Photo courtesy Central Washington University)

Rufus Woods Papers come to Central Washington University—
A significant collection for Grand Coulee Dam history is now available.

See page three for more information.
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President’s Message

As editor of Easy Access for four years, [ had the
privilege of nagging leaders of Northwest Archi-
vists to submit a “President’s Message.” Now it’s
my turn to respond to the gentle nagging of John
Bolcer, my successor as editor.

During nearly a decade of membership and service
in Northwest Archivists, I have had the opportunity
to observe how these presidents and other leaders
have worked diligently and effectively to facilitate
the growth and maturity of Northwest Archivists.
The leadership and an active, committed member-
ship have produced an organization that is extend-
ing and improving its services every year.

Thanks to my predecessors’ leadership, we have:

e (Cooperated with archival and other organi-
zations throughout the West.

e Played a significant role in creation and
support of the Northwest Digital Archives
and adoption of standards for arrangement
and description through NWDA and the
Northwest Archival Processing Initiative.

e Created an Advocacy Committee to in-
crease our role as an activist organization
on behalf of archives and the profession.

o Instituted a website to serve our members
and to send our message to a wider audi-
ence.

e Gave the state representatives a greater role
in communicating with the membership
through an e-mail tree.

e Produced a Procedures Manual to regular-
ize operations and provide vital guidance
and continuity to the volunteers who run
Northwest Archivists.

e Printed a brochure to help us develop mem-
bership and added a permanent Member-
ship Coordinator.

e Expanded scholarship offerings.

(Continued on page 27)
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Rufus Woods and the Grand Coulee Dam
Dieter C. Ullrich, Central Washington University

The Special Collections and Archives at Central
Washington University wishes to announce to the
research community the acquisition of the Rufus
Woods Papers. The collection contains twenty-
eight cubic feet of personal papers from Rufus
Woods and numerous subject files related to the
building of the Grand Coulee Dam. The entire col-
lection spans the time period from 1896 to 1980
with the years between 1918 and 1950 offering the
most representation. The collection includes letters,
meeting minutes, a vast array of newspaper clip-
pings, special editions of newspapers, photographs,
negatives, and congressional legislation related to
the dam. The Rufus Woods Papers were donated to
the Central Washington University by Wilfred
Woods, the son of Rufus Woods, in the fall of
2005.

Rufus Woods was the written and vocal inspiration
that led to the construction of the Grand Coulee
Dam. He was born in Surprise, Nebraska to Leb-
beus B. and Mary W. (Morrison) Woods on May
17, 1878. His youth was spent on the family farm
along with his two older brothers, three younger
sisters and his twin brother Ralph. Rufus attended
local public schools and graduated from Ulysses
High School in 1898. Soon after graduation he was
appointed as a teacher at a school in Brainard, Ne-
braska. He remained a year at Brainard before en-
rolling at Grand Island College. In 1900, Rufus and
Ralph left Nebraska to seek riches in the Yukon
gold fields. The brothers spent the next four sum-
mers in Alaska working various jobs. During the
fall and winter 1901 Rufus and Ralph attended Va-
shon College. The next fall, Rufus and Ralph were
accepted into the law school at the University of
Nebraska. Both graduated with degrees in law in
the spring of 1903.

Rufus and Ralph relocated to the Puget Sound area
in the fall of 1903, Ralph to Tacoma and Rufus to

Seattle. Both entered the law profession but after a
short unfulfilling stint as an attorney, Rufus left Se-
attle and moved to Wenatchee in January of 1904.
Within three weeks of arriving he was hired by the
Wenatchee Republic as press editor. The following
year Rufus purchased the Wenatchee Advance in
partnership with Charles Graham. Graham sold the
paper in early 1906 without Rufus’ knowledge and
he was removed as editor. On February 27, 1907,
Rufus and Ralph leased the Wenatchee Daily World
with an option to buy after one year. Rufus quickly
reorganized the paper, modernized equipment and
hired new reporters. Circulation quickly expanded
and when the lease ended he chose to purchase the
paper along with a few investors. By 1910 the cir-
culation of the Daily World had increased over 600
percent since 1907 and was considered one of the
leading small town newspapers in the state of
Washington.

As the paper’s circulation expanded so did Rufus’
activities beyond the small community of We-
natchee. By 1915, two-thirds of the Daily World’s
readership was outside of Wenatchee. His rising
popularity led him to be considered as a candidate
for United States Congress in 1916. Rufus turned
down the offer, preferring to manage his newspaper
and publishing business. During the First World
War, Rufus lobbied for government contracts for
Central and Eastern Washington, with limited suc-
cess.

While on his travels searching for news Rufus met
Gale Mathews, an old acquaintance from Ephrata,
who informed him of a plan developed by Billy
Clapp to dam the Columbia River at the mouth of
the Grand Coulee. He met with Clapp and immedi-
ately envisioned the potential for such a dam. On
his return to Wenatchee, Rufus broadcasted Clapp’s
idea in the Daily World on July 18, 1918. From that

(Continued on page 4)
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date forward Rufus promoted the regional and na-
tional necessity for the Grand Coulee Dam.
Throughout the 1920s he encountered opposition at
the local, state, and national levels but optimisti-
cally continued to encourage its construction. On
October 8, 1932, Rufus met with President Herbert
Hoover to discuss the dam’s potential, but Presi-
dent Hoover was not impressed and dismissed the
plan as having no value. The meeting was a great
disappointment; however, his relations with the
federal government would change with the election
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Soon after the election of President Roosevelt,
Washington State Governor Clarence D. Martin
pushed for a state-funded project to construct the
dam. His administration, with guidance from Rufus
and fellow promoter James O’Sullivan, established
the Columbia Basin Commission in April of 1933.
Later that same month on April 17, President Roo-
sevelt remarked to Washington State Senator Cla-
rence Dill that he would support a federal loan to
build the Grand Coulee Dam. Problems ensued as
local, state and national governments bickered over
financing the project. On July 26, 1933, Roosevelt
officially approved the Grand Coulee Project and
allocated $63 million to construct the dam. By the
fall of 1933 construction contracts were being is-
sued to drill and dig test pits. On December 6,
1935, concrete was poured where the base of the
dam was to be built. For the next five years con-
struction progressed steadily and on January 22,
1941 the first of the great turbines was made opera-
tional.

During the war years, Rufus pressed for defense
contracts for the region and highlighted the impor-
tance of the newly completed dam. He also en-
dorsed the need for more dams to fulfill the war-
time power needs of the Columbia Valley. In 1943,
Rufus campaigned for the building of the proposed
Foster Creek dam. As he had done almost a quarter
of century earlier, Rufus organized a movement to
construct the dam. After the war, Congress author-

ized the construction of the dam, which was re-
named the Chief Joseph Dam project, and work
was begun in 1949. Rufus would not see the dam’s
completion, as he died of a heart attack on May 29,
1950, while on a research trip to Toronto, Canada.
His remains were returned to Wenatchee where he
is buried.

A finding aid and descriptive inventory can be
found at http://www.lib.cwu.edu/archive/
Manuscripts/MS001-06-01.htm

For further information about the Central Washing-
ton University Archives please contact Dieter C.
Ullrich at ullrichd@cwu.edu or (509) 963-1717.

Rufus Woods poses before the Grand Coulee spillway, circa
late 1940s. (Photo courtesy Central Washington University)
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Point-Counterpoint: Two views of “More Product, Less Process”
(Based on presentations given at the 2006 Northwest Archivists Annual Meeting)

In favor of minimum standards processing
—Anne L. Foster, University of Alaska Fairbanks

My appreciation for the concepts of minimum stan-
dards processing is based on purely practical con-
siderations (and the fact that I can finally feel calm
when I venture into the Archives’ stacks.) Of
course [ would love to do more—more description,
more preservation—but [ have come to realize that
the resources necessary for that level of work will
never come. If we continue to approach our back-
logs with the idea that we just have to hold on until
that wonderful day when the money people finally
realize our value and hand over whatever we need,
then we are doing our researchers, our staff, and
those collections languishing in “unprocessed”
limbo a severe disservice. The nature of archives
has changed and we must adapt to those changes or
be discarded as irrelevant.

Traditional methods of archival arrangement and
description failed to meet the realities of our situa-
tion by the late 1980s. It would be easy to blame
the oil bust and resulting budget restrictions, but in
retrospect, I think it was the arrival of yet another
massive congressional collection that caused the
staff to move to a triage approach to stack control.
The production of collection-level descriptions in a
“manuscript guide” began to fall apart. Collections
were arranged, but the money ran out before the
finding aids were written. And more collections—
ever-larger collections—kept arriving.

By the time I arrived in 2002, the backlog may
have been as much as 40% of the collection (it was,
and still is, impossible to determine exact num-
bers). Despite the valiant efforts of a truly excep-
tional staff, we were only able to keep up with in-
coming collections. There was never time to ad-
dress known unprocessed collections, let alone

(Continued on page 6)

Concerns about minimal processing
—Tiah Edmunson-Morton, Lane Community
College

This article is based on my presentation at the
Northwest Archivists Annual Meeting in Butte,
Montana. It reflects some of the thoughts, consid-
erations, and concerns I have had while processing
archives for Lane Community College as part of
the Northwest Archives Processing Initiative Phase
II Grant.

Lane Community College Archives

The Archives is the official records repository for
Lane Community College. Our mission, like those
of most institutional record collections, is to iden-
tify, collect, and preserve materials that document
the history, organization, policies, operations, mis-
sion and goals of the college. We are the ideal col-
lection for minimal processing. In many ways, we
have had great success with minimal processing
and are free to spend more time describing and dis-
seminating our collections. It can be liberating to
speed, relatively mindlessly, through the less than
gripping memos about meeting times or deadline
reminders. Additionally, I think one of the best
features of minimal processing is its flexibility. We
can change our approach based on the collection’s
condition, likely use, or overall significance. How-
ever, I think there are things we all need to consider
before adopting this standard. Specifically, I will
look at my concerns with how minimal processing
affects weeding, confidentiality, the intellectual
content we may miss, our own intellectual control
over our collections, and the implications for refer-
ence work.

Weeding and minimal processing

Does this standard allow us to sort through items
and remove them from our collections? From a
very practical standpoint, weeding decreases the

(Continued on page 7)
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tackle murky areas of the stacks where boxes la-
beled “miscellaneous unprocessed” and “museum
transfers” lurked. The concepts of minimum stan-
dards processing arrived in the nick of time.

We were not alone in our backlog problems accord-
ing to Mark A. Greene and Dennis Meissner’s
American Archivist article “More Product, Less
Process: Revamping Traditional Archives Process-
ing (MPLP).” (American Archivist. Vol. 68, No. 2
(Fall/Winter 2005), Pp. 208-263.) Greene and
Meissner cite a 1998 Association of Research Li-
braries (ARL) survey that reports 59% of reposito-
ries believe their backlogs are a “major problem.” 1
have come to believe that such issues are common
in the growth of most archives. Between changes
to professional practices and the simple ebb and
flow of personnel and resources, problems inevita-
bly develop.

The MPLP guidelines make sense on several levels.
By applying a flexible approach to the processing
of collections, and to processing within collections,
you can focus your resources on those areas
thought to be or, if you wait for use to drive your
processing priorities, proven to be of interest to re-
searchers. At the same time, so many more collec-
tions are described and open to research that you
may find a broader range of collections in use.
Most importantly, more highly useful collections
are made available to researchers much more
quickly. I have heard many researchers lament that
a collection was unavailable for consultation, but I
have yet to hear a researcher complain about staples
and paperclips left in documents! How can any
idea that pleases researchers, donors, resource allo-
cators, and staff alike be anything but a good thing?

During the first year of the Northwest Processing
Initiative (Phase II) grant, which focuses on mini-
mum standards processing, one part-time processor
and a few part-time students have processed 550
cubic feet of collections and written or revised 12

finding aids. Our median rate of processing is 1.09
hr./cu. ft. The MPLP approach has been imple-
mented on a variety of collections, ranging from
110 cubic feet of state legislator’s subject files to a
nineteenth-century collection of manuscripts and
photographs comprising 1 cubic foot. The flexibil-
ity allowed by the minimum standards has allowed
us to tailor the processing according to the condi-
tion of the materials as well as to the anticipated
needs of researchers. For example, time was taken
to arrange folders alphabetically for a large series
of engineering firm client files in order to improve
access for those interested in specific buildings
rather than the engineering firm itself. In another
instance, we made the decision to rehouse papers
from letter-sized folders to legal-sized because the
documents were spilling out the sides of the folders
and we anticipate the records, which describe a pro-
posed nuclear-powered earthmoving project (yes,
really), will be a well-used collection.

Donor satisfaction has also improved. Our initial
test of minimum standards processing was on a col-
lection that had been “in process” for nearly a dec-
ade. Once we had admitted that the donor had done
a fine job of grouping his estimated 20,000 photo-
graphs into perfectly usable subject notebooks, we
stopped indexing individual images and finished
the arrangement and description. The donor’s fam-
ily and friends were thrilled to finally have a find-
ing aid in hand and the Archives averted some
negative publicity. Donors whose collections have
been processed under the NWAPI project have also
been enthusiastic.

Our satisfaction with the minimum standards has
led us to adopt the concept for our entire collection.
All new collections—and all those we are rediscov-
ering through a stack survey—will receive only the
processing necessary to make the materials avail-
able to researchers. Traditional processing will be
the exception, rather than the rule. Strong argu-
ments about the fragility of the materials or the
(Continued on page 7)

g}g

EASY ACCESS Newsletter of the Northwest Archivists, Inc.




June 2006

Page 7

(Continued from page 6) Minimum Standards Processing:

unique needs of researchers will be needed before
folder or item level preservation or description will
be undertaken. Such exceptions might include the
presence of nitrate or glass negatives and items dat-
ing to pre-gold rush Alaska (1898). For many
smaller collections a collection level arrangement
and description is all that is necessary. Research-
ers, we assume, can look through a box or two to
find the information they seek. How small is
“small” is still being determined and will probably
vary depending on the type and format of the col-
lection. Larger collections will be processed ac-
cording to minimum standards guidelines. Our
main principle will be: Do only what is essential for
this collection.

Implementation of the minimum standards has cre-
ated a few challenges. We’ve had to revise some of
our standard procedures and make compromises for
others. For example, our very active photo repro-
duction activities require photographs be assigned
unique identification numbers. We apply the
MPLP guidelines by rnot separating or numbering
photographs when processing, instead only num-
bering when an order is placed. Further, staff has

varied in how comfortable they are with the idea of
minimum processing. While all have enjoyed the in-
creased variety and feeling of accomplishment, some
are still concerned about preservation issues. Includ-
ing notations about preservation concerns and setting
priorities for future treatment (original folders and
paperclips are ranked just slightly above “none”) in
the collection management record has alleviated
much of this concern. We have all also struggled
with the temptation that “it wouldn’t take that long
to...,” especially while working on small collec-
tions. Reminding ourselves to ask “but is it essen-
tial?” generally sets us back on track.

The most rewarding component of minimum stan-
dards processing is the idea that this type of process-
ing should be the norm. We do not have to feel
guilty about not “physically arrang[ing], refolder
[ing], or de-paper-clipp[ing].” (Greene and Meiss-
ner, p.238) Nor must we keep never-ending lists of
collections that are “partially processed” or “use
processed” but are still, in our minds, “unprocessed”.
If researchers can make good use of the collection,
we can be content. Eliminating the backlog is now
an achievable goal. Such a notion is very calming.

(Continued from page 5) Minimal Processing Concerns:

amount of materials you have in your collection.
As an institutional repository, our collection is full
of administrative files, which are notoriously full of
multiple copies of reports, memos, and fliers. I'm
certain multiple copies of records are present in
other departmental collections—we don't need
more than one copy in the same collection! Simply
put, to keep these records is unnecessary, and in
many cases inappropriate. Our files contain re-
cords that are not of enduring administrative, legal,
financial, or historical value and are beyond their
recommended retention period. These include pur-
chase orders and VISA slips, but I have also found
materials that should be destroyed for legal reasons.

Confidentiality
Simply put, if I don't open a folder, how can I know

what it contains? Another way to think about this
is by asking the question, “What are we missing
that we are legally obligated to remove?” If we are
not actually looking in files, how can we ensure we
are following the laws of confidentiality? Are we
liable if a researcher is given access to confidential
information we didn’t know existed? At the same
time, is it reasonable to assume that we can identify
and remove all materials that might be confiden-
tial? We’ve been looking at ways to identify these
materials without doing item level processing. Ini-
tially, we tried scanning the container lists for key
words that might indicate the materials should be
restricted; we looked for words such as
“confidential,” “restricted,” “collective bargaining,”
“union,” or “personnel.” Of course, this proved to
be a less than practical means for identification!
(Continued on page §8)
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Sometimes files looked like they should be re-
stricted, but actually they contained general infor-
mation about the personnel department or the date
of a union meeting. Ultimately, how we can ensure
privacy and confidentiality if we don’t know what
we are missing?

Intellectual content

With this in mind, are we also at risk for missing
intellectual content when we process our collec-
tions to the minimal level? In a general sense, what
are we missing, as professional archivists, when we
don’t actually “know” our collections? For in-
stance, how can we effectively write a scope and
content note or biographical history without know-
ing what it is that we have? We have been trained,
I hope, to intuitively select and highlight certain
items, or gems, in our collections. We’ve all come
across special and unique stories found in the most
mundane institutional records. At the same time, |
recognize that we have to balance this quest with
practical considerations for staffing and time con-
straints. However, ultimately, and somewhat melo-
dramatically, I wonder what bowing to these con-
straints will mean for the larger historical record. If
we reduce our collections to administrative records,
budget sheets, and memos, do we necessarily re-
move those voices that are not an active part of the
institutional record? What about the single mom,
who works, raises her kids, and doesn’t have time
to belong to a student club or write a paper for the
student newspaper? How do we preserve her ex-
perience? In the end, how do we preserve the depth
of our records? If we lose this, we lose the sense
that our institutions were places that were alive,
that changed, and that had a community of diverse
voices. What we are left with isn’t the complex
and messy record of the past, but the things that fit
into tidy little file folders with decaying labels.

Intellectual control
How do we, as professional archivists, maintain in-
tellectual control over our collections? Further,

how important is this when we define ourselves as
professionals? Margaret Cross Norton said that the
difference between a file clerk and an archivist is
that the archivist has a sense of perspective; I
would add that the professional archivist also has a
dedication to establishing the historical context for
those who use our collections. With minimal proc-
essing, there is an increased reliance on the proces-
sor’s judgment, which is not inherently a bad thing;
in fact, it might be one of the biggest arguments for
having a fully trained archivist processing records.
However, the reality is that not all processors are
“professional” archivists. Many institutions em-
ploy students, volunteers, or paraprofessionals to
process their collections; other archivists have sug-
gested taking this “outsourcing” even further, by
proposing that we rely more on the researcher to let
us know what is in our collection, what we’ve
missed, or what we should add. Undoubtedly, re-
searchers are much more familiar with the specifics
of the topics they are studying, but they are not ar-
chivists. What does relying on them mean for the
archival profession? Further, are we actually mis-
representing the documents or materials in our col-
lections if we reprint their mistakes?

Reference

Finally, from a practical standpoint, if our collec-
tions are not being accurately represented in the
processing phase, how can we accurately and effec-
tively process reference requests? There are two
types of users: direct and indirect. The direct, of
course, is the user we actually communicate with,
in person or via telephone, fax, letter, or email ref-
erence requests. There is also the indirect user; we
will never see, meet, or talk with this user. I think
this is the user who will play an increasingly impor-
tant role in how we do reference work in the future
as we increase our collaborative efforts, form con-
sortiums, and create online resources.

Will the minimally processed collection give users,
archivists included, what we need to actually use
(Continued on page 9)
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our collections? We need to consider how re-
searchers are using our finding aids. Are generic
container lists helpful? If we find that users don't
need anything more than a scope and content note,
or a brief historical note, should we physically
process our collections at all?

Concluding Thoughts

Over the last few months I have been immersed in
thoughts and justifications: we experienced severe
budget cuts and a 50% reduction in our program, |
interviewed and was hired at Oregon State Univer-
sity as their new staff archivist, and I presented on
this topic at the Northwest Archivists Meeting.
These have all allowed (and forced) me to consider
what I have learned using these standards and what
it means to minimally process a collection, but they

have also given me a lot of time to think about why
I am an archivist and what it is that I actually “do”
when [ “do” my job. I realized that I really enjoy
the physical aspects of working with a collection,
and my biggest concern with these minimal stan-
dards is that we are trading our connection with
these records, our connection with the past, for
something utilitarian.

When the college provided the explanation for re-
ducing our program, they cited preserving the col-
lege’s history as a “nonessential” duty. [ worry
that, if and when institutions lose funding for their
archives programs, standards such as these will be
used to reduce archives to mass memos and pub-
lished brochures. I want to make sure that there are
still some of us who want to actually touch the pa-
per.

Northwest Digital Archives Update
—Jodi Allison-Bunnell, NWDA Consortium Administrator

The Northwest Digital Archives (NWDA), a pro-
ject that provides enhanced access to archival col-
lections and facilitates collaboration among ar-
chives, libraries, and museums in Washington, Ore-
gon, Idaho, Montana, and Alaska, is making excel-
lent progress on the major goals in its second grant-
funded phase. The consortium is funded by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities and the Na-
tional Historical Publications and Records Com-
mission through June 2007.

The Best Practices Working Group completed a
major revision of the consortium’s best practices
for encoding EAD finding aids early this year. Ma-
jor changes driving this revision include the avail-
ability of Describing Archives: A Content Standard
(DACS), updates to subject access, and the need to
continue to comply with international data ex-
change standards. The Northwest Archives Proc-
essing Initiative (NWAPI), the portion of the pro-
ject funded by the NHPRC, revised their finding
aid standard to comply with DACS and NWDA’s

revised Best Practices. The revised best practices
and finding aid standard are available on the “Tools
for Members” section of the NWDA website,
http://nwda.wsulibs.wsu.edu/tools.html.

In April, the consortium selected ArchProteus of
Vancouver, WA, to convert finding aids from con-
sortium members to EAD. Conversion work, which
began in April, will involve a total of 1242 finding
aids, which will be available in the NWDA data-
base by the end of January 2007.

Participating institutions can now use an automated
compliance checker to ensure that their finding aids
comply with the NWDA best practices before they
are submitted to the database. They can also submit
their finding aids to the database over the Web.

The NWDA search interface has been updated in

accordance with priorities and plans created during

Phase I. A new advanced search interface, available
(Continued on page 10)

EASY ACCESS Newsletter of the Northwest Archivists, Inc. %_;\“?

1.8




Page 10

June 2006

(Continued from page 9) NWDA:

at http://nwda-db.wsulibs.wsu.edu/nwda-search/
Advanced.aspx, allows users to perform powerful
searches by combining broad browsing terms with
keywords. The NWDA'’s Interface Design Working
Group continues to work on refining the search in-
terface, and cooperates closely with the Usability
Testing Group to evaluate the effectiveness of the
interface. The Usability Testing Group is conduct-
ing a series of usability studies with key user
groups; these efforts began at the Northwest Archi-
vists conference in Butte.

This winter and spring, forty-three individuals from
NWDA institutions completed two-day EAD work-
shops offered by the consortium administrator in
Seattle, Portland, Boise, Spokane, and Butte. This
offered new and continuing members a chance to
acquire and refine their encoding skills and to cre-
ate plans for implementing EAD in their own re-
positories through a series of hands-on exercises.
The workshop also offered an overview of elements
of DACS.

NWDA'’s Executive Committee has continued to
work closely with the consortium’s Advisory Board
to create a plan for sustainability beyond the cur-
rent grant funding. They have spoken with a num-
ber of potential regional partners to sustain the con-
sortium’s service to its members and their research
audiences.

NWDA is also part of national conversations: In
May, consortium administrator Jodi Allison-
Bunnell and database manager Al Cornish attended

a meeting in Washington, DC, convened by the Re-
search Libraries Group for state and regional ar-
chives projects. This meeting, funded by the Del-
mas Foundation as part of RLG’s efforts to create
services for archives and special collections, should
be the beginning to achieve not only sustainability
for NWDA, but to achieve the ultimate goal of
EAD: large-scale federation of information about
archival collections.

Participating institutions are the Eastern Washing-
ton State Historical Society, Gonzaga University,
Idaho State Historical Society, City of Portland Ar-
chives, Seattle Museum of History & Industry,
Whitman College, Montana Historical Society,
University of Montana, Oregon Historical Society,
Oregon State University, University of Oregon, the
Center for Pacific Northwest Studies at Western
Washington University, Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity, University of Washington, Washington State
Archives, Washington State University, Lane Com-
munity College, University of Alaska Fairbanks,
the Alaska State State Library’s Historical Collec-
tions, and Whitworth College. Lewis & Clark Col-
lege, the University of Idaho, and the City of Seat-
tle Archives are non-grant-funded participants.

Other institutions in the Northwest have expressed
interest in joining the project as non-grant-funded
members. Any other institutions interested in join-
ing can contact Larry Landis, Consortium Director,
at (541) 737-0541 or larry.landis@oregonstate.edu.

The NWDA website is located at http://nwda.
wsulibs.wsu.edu/.

Update on the NWA Directory of Manuscript and Archival Repositories

Progress is being made on the creation of a directory of manuscript and archival repositories in the North-
west. Sponsored by Northwest Archivists, the repository directory will include information about heritage
organizations in the Northwest that house primary source materials. Archival repositories, libraries, muse-

ums, and historical societies will be included.

The directory will be compiled from responses to an online survey that will be accessible soon via the
Northwest Archivists web page at: http://www.lib.washington.edu/nwa/. The directory will include basic

(Continued on page 15)
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NWA letter to Congress in support of the National Historical Publications
and Records Commission

Members of the Appropriations Committee
Members of the United States Congress
Washington DC

10 March 2006

I am writing on behalf of the Northwest Archivists, Inc., a 194-member professional organization of archi-
vists in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, and Montana, to urge funding for the National Historical Pub-
lications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a program of the National Archives and Records Administra-
tion (NARA). Our membership has learned that the President’s proposed budget for FY 2007 targets
NHPRC with zero funding for grants and zero funding for staff to administer the NHPRC and its grants
program. This is in effect an elimination of this important grants program. We ask that you please urge
your colleagues on the Appropriations Committee to provide $20 million dollars NHPRC to fund national
grants to support preservation and use of historical records.

The NHPRC is unique in its efforts to provide grants each year to institutions across the country to preserve
historical records, publish historical papers, and make historical materials more accessible. These grants
help state and local organizations to edit and publish historical documents, develop archival programs, pro-
mote the preservation and use of historical records, and to promote regional and national coordination in ad-
dressing major archival issues. In addition, NHPRC leads the nation in supporting research and implement-
ing scalable solutions to the challenges presented by electronic records.

NHPRC support to regional, state, and local archives programs cannot be underestimated. These funds al-
low archivists to preserve, describe, and make accessible the materials that are essential to our national
story and to the daily functioning of our democracy and our economy. In fact, much of the American his-
torical [record] is found in local and state institutions. Our nation has recognized the importance of history
by its support of such national institutions as the National Archives and Records Administration, the Li-
brary of Congress, and the Smithsonian Institution. But this support is not adequate to reach that substantial
portion of our nation’s archives being held in state and local governments, historical societies, archives, and
library history collections.

NHPRC is of particular importance in the Pacific Northwest. In this five-state region, recent NHPRC grants
have:

e Assisted the Nooksack Indian tribe in Washington (and many other Indian tribes across the region)
develop an archives program for the tribe;

e Enabled six archives in Washington, Oregon, and Montana to prepare hundreds of collections for
research use;

e Established an archives program for King County, Washington;

e Enabled the Oregon State Archives to survey county records across Oregon, making them accessible
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11) NWA Letter to Congress:

for research;

e Funded Montana’s “traveling archivist,” who visited small historical societies and archives across
the state, a program that is now cited as a national model,

e Hired an electronic records consultant for the Alaska State Archives and the Montana State Ar-
chives.

NHPRC grants preserve and make accessible records and documentary editions that sustain the
work of biographers, classroom teachers, documentary filmmakers, journalists, lawyers, land surveyors,
historians, genealogists, community historians, and museum exhibit designers. Without full funding for the
program, all of these researchers will suffer as records essential for their research will fail to be collected,
preserved, and made available for them.

More resources are needed at the state and regional level to ensure the essential care of documents
and archival records that must be readily used by the people of this nation. Funding for the NHPRC is espe-
cially important in this region, where we have few archivists, many records, and few resources. We hope
that we can count on your support on this very important issue. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Terry Badger
President

NWA letter to SAA regarding reclassification at the National Archives and
Records Administration

Richard Pearce-Moses, President
The Society of American Archivists

Dear Richard,

Northwest Archivists, Inc.would like to commend the Society of American Archivists for responding to the
recent reclassification issues at the National Archives and Records Administration promptly. It is important
that the largest professional organization for archivists in the United States present a strong objection to the
actions of both NARA and of the federal agencies involved in both the reclassification of public records and
in the secret agreements used to facilitate those actions.

While NWA supports the aims of your April 18" letter to the National Archivist, it also believes that more
needs to be expected from Professor Weintstein regarding the protection of the rights of Americans to ac-
cess records whose classification serves no valid national security purpose.

SAA must take a stronger stance with regard to access to public records. Protecting individual privacy is
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12) NWA Letter to SAA:

one thing; catering to agencies’ desires to hide their activities behind the veil of “national security” or
“homeland defense” or “the war on terrorism” or “the war on drugs” or any number of other smokescreens
is unacceptable.

Exacerbating the desire of some government agencies to hide their records behind security classifications is
the complicity of NARA in performing these reclassifications in secret. The fact that both the current and
previous National Archivist claim to be unaware of the secret reclassification agreements casts doubt over
NARA’s ability to conduct a reliable internal investigation. Self-audits are acceptable in routine matters, but
not in circumstances such as these. SAA should be the leading voice in calling for an independent review of
both these particular incidents and the general processes that NARA uses to reclassify records.

NWA strongly encourages SAA to collaborate with other groups with a distinct interest in broad access to
public records. Historians, librarians, journalists, among others, would be valuable allies in pushing the fed-
eral government towards openness and accountability. Together, these groups might be able to press Con-
gress to move NARA into a more independent role. It is clearly difficult for NARA, under current circum-
stances, to remain neutral in the face of executive branch pressures.

NWA also encourages SAA to offer its services and expertise to provide forums -- at its annual conference,
in specialized symposia, in dedicated issues of the American Archivist — to discuss the principles and the is-
sues raised by these attempts to limit citizens’ access to records.

It’s not that SAA has ignored these important issues; it’s just that it can do better. But so can the rest of us.
NWA is willing to assist SAA in promoting access to all government records — at the federal, state, and lo-
cal levels. It is up to archivists to protect as open access as possible to all archives. As the voice of the ar-
chival profession, it is up to SAA to lead the way.

Sincerely,
Terry Badger

President
Northwest Archivists, Inc

SAA response to NWA

1 May 2006
Terry Badger, President
Northwest Archivists, Inc.

Dear Terry:

Thank you so much for your kind words on behalf of Northwest Archivists regarding SAA’s re-

sponse to the recent reclassification issues at the National Archives and Records Administration.

While we appreciate your comments and agree with many of them, we don’t agree with NWA's
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13) SAA Response to NWA:
recommendation that SAA immediately call for further investigation of NARA'’s role in the reclassi-
fication of federal records.

One of the most important — but most difficult — things to do in this situation is to gather the infor-
mation necessary to make an informed, responsible decision. In particular, we want to take time

to look carefully at the audit just released by the Information Security Oversight Office, as well as
other documents the NARA released late last week.

We intend to watch closely what is happening and prepare ourselves to act if necessary. We be-
lieve that, to date, Allen Weinstein is leading the agency in the right direction. A call for investiga-
tion at this point might be counterproductive to those efforts. However, were we to observe that
NARA is not meeting these commitments or have reason to believe that access to records is inap-
propriately restricted, then we will respond appropriately.

I’m sure you understand that as a professional organization SAA must build and enhance its rela-
tionship with NARA and all the archivists who work there (as we do with all archives and archi-
vists). At the same time, we must balance that mandate with our strongly held principles about
open access. For the moment, we believe we can do that most effectively by focusing on the
good things being done now, rather than on problems caused by actions under a previous admini-
stration.

Thanks again for sharing your thoughts with us and for remaining such strong partners in the ar-
chival enterprise.

Sincerely,
Richard Pearce-Moses
President, 2005-2006

cc: SAA Council
NWA Board Meeting—March 2006

The Board of Northwest Archivists, Inc., met by of NWDA. Discussed areas of concern and po-

conference call March 2, 2006. tential partners, including NWA. Provided
background on various avenues the consortia is

Those present were: Terry Badger, Sharon Howe, looking at and what other consortia are doing in

Diana Shenk, Ellen Crain, Elizabeth Joffrion, Larry terms of sustainability. NWDA thinks that

Landis, John Bolcer, Terry Baxter Absent: Diana NWA could support the consortia via support

Banning, Kevin Tripp, Linda Morton-Keithley, and advocacy. The question posed to the board

Tony Kurtz. was whether NWA was interested and able to
support NWDA?

The meeting convened at 2:00 p.m. PST, with

president, Terry Badger, presiding. Discussion: Education and training may be an
area where NWA could make a contribution.

1. NWDA (Landis) — Report on the sustainability This is an introduction to the needs of NWDA

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14) March Board Meeting:
and further discussion should take place at the
May meeting.

2. Reports

a. Publications (also includes discussion
about Elections) (Bolcer, Joffrion) — March
15 target for publication of Easy Access that
will include election materials. Candidate
profiles will go out with the ballots and
there will be a reminder in Easy Access.
The ballots will go out on March 5 and the
deadline is March 31. The by-law revisions
will go out in the issue, as well.

b. Repository Directory (Bolcer) — A revision
of the survey has been migrated to the new
software. Linda Long is reviewing and re-
vising the survey. Some of the questions go
into detail about repository operations,
rather than what might be expected in a tra-
ditional repository guide. Bolcer is looking
into setting up a password system, which
will allow users to answer the questions in
stages. An announcement should be made
soon in Easy Access. Someone will be
needed to format the data that is collected.

c. Membership Coordinator (Shenk) — There
are currently 174 members: 9 complimen-
tary, 135 individual, 13 associate, 17 institu-
tional. A set of labels have been distributed
to Metal Edge.

d. Advocacy (Joffrion) — The focus of the Ad-
vocacy Committee has been NHPRC’s
funding. The state reps have disseminated
information to the membership regarding
the issues. The group has been in contact
with other organizations and will plan to do
some advocacy on behalf of NHPRC in the
future. Baxter and Joffrion have been dis-
cussing [how] SAA’s Issues and Advocacy
Roundtable will interact with NWA. Bax-
ter is co-chair of the Issues and Advocacy
Roundtable, and gave an update on how
things are moving.

e. Education (Foster) — No report

f. Nominating (Joffrion) — Goal was to have a

mix of seasoned members and new mem-
bers. (see additional discussion in the pub-
lications section). Question about what
happens to the Secretary/Treasurer position
if the by-law revision splitting the position
is passed. Joffrion reported that if passed,
next election either a new secretary or treas-
urer will be elected. The incumbent will be
give the choice of which role they would
like to continue and the other will be filled
via election.

g. NWA Logo (Joffrion) — Leann Arndt sent
in some examples of her work and she will
design 3 different logo options for $350.
The choice will be made at the Annual
Business meeting.

h. Membership Directory (Badger) — No ac-
tion has been taken

i. Annual Meeting

i. Local Arrangements (Crain) — Update
$2500 in sponsorships, registrations starting
to come in. Website is up and looks good.
There may be some over runs on some of
the workshops, and the committee is hoping
that NWA will approve and cover the addi-
tional costs, that may be about $200. Dis-
cussion regarding the role of NWA in bring-
ing workshops to the membership. They
are advised that there may be over runs and
are prepared to cover them.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

(Continued from page 10) Directory of Repositories:

information about a repository, such as name, gov-
erning institution, and contact information, as well
as information about the nature of the holdings, size
of holdings, and subjects of holdings. The directory
will initially be provided online, and will allow
flexible access through a search of name of reposi-
tory; city, county, and state; and keywords.

For more information about the directory project,
please contact Linda Long at the University of Ore-
gon at (541) 346-1906 or llong@uoregon.edu.
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Setting the Standard for
Archival Storage Products
Since 1945

CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG
Phone: 800/634-0491 Fax: 800/947-8814

E-mail: hollingercorp@erols.com  www.hollingercorp.com

THE HOLLINGER CORPORATION

Two Manufacturing and Shipping Locations
* Hollinger East: Fredericksburg, Virginia
* Hollinger West: Sparks, Nevada
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHWEST ... Oregon

Oregon State Archives (Salem)

Staff News. The Records Management Unit of the
Archives Division welcomes two new staff mem-
bers: Catherine Webber, Manager, and Jason Kal-
tenbacher, Records Analyst.

Catherine Webber has been appointed manager of
the Records Unit to replace Mary Beth Herkert,
now the state archivist. Catherine, who earned her
JD and MBA degrees at Willamette University,
served in the State Senate, where she chaired the
Senate Education and Technology committees.

She has held a number of management positions in
state government and transferred from the Depart-
ment of Administrative Services, where she was an
IT policy analyst working on electronic records, e-
mail retention, and electronic signature policies
and practices. Catherine is thrilled about the op-
portunity to bring her management, legal and tech-
nology skills to records management at such an ex-
citing time of change. She claims to have an un-
abashed love of “good” technology.

Jason Kaltenbacher holds a BA in history and is
currently obtaining an MA in History and Ar-
chives/Records Management certification at West-
ern Washington University, where his thesis fo-
cuses primarily on electronic records preservation
and authenticity issues. While a full-time student,
Jason participated in several archival and records
management practicum projects and also worked
as both an intern and short-term Engineering Re-
cords Specialist for Snohomish County Public
Works in Everett, Washington. Jason enjoys the
arts and traveling and is excited to be in Oregon.

Recent Accessions

» Air Quality Reports, Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, 1984-1998, 2 cu. ft. and 5
cd-roms. The bulk of this series consists of
photographs taken at Huckleberry Mountain,
Prominence Mountain, Hickman Butte, and

Crown Point (Vista House) as part of an Air
Quality monitoring program. The series also
includes CDs of images submitted to the
USDA Forest Service Air Quality Program as
part of the Historical Photographic Archive
project and Air Quality Image web site (Www.
fsvisimages.com), logs (photo, camera, and hu-
midity), observer notes, slide contrast listings,
inventories, and a report, “Visual Air Quality
in the Northwest, 1983-1992.”

» Clackamas County Circuit Court Case
Files, 1939-1949, 81 cu. ft. This accrual ex-
tends current holdings of the Circuit Court
from 1859 to 1949 and brings total quantity to
more than 200 cubic feet. Genealogical data
identified from divorce cases is being entered
into the Historical Records Index for online
searching.

» Homicide Case Files, Oregon State Police,
1984-1987 and 1989, 8 cu. ft. The Archives
received its first transfer of homicide case files
from the Oregon State Police, Criminal Investi-
gation Division. Both solved and unsolved
cases are included. A notable case included in
the accession is the complete case file of the
Michael Francke murder investigation. In
1989, Francke was the Director of the Depart-
ment of Corrections when he was found
stabbed outside his office. The case was the
subject of a 1995 film, Without Evidence (with
Angelina Jolie), and remains the subject of on-
going debate.

New Exhibition: A 1940 Journey Across Ore-
gon. Located in the Archives Gallery, A 1940
Journey Across Oregon exhibition presents a nar-
rated road tour of Oregon as it was in 1940. Based
upon Oregon: End of the Trail, a Federal Writers
Project publication of the New Deal’s Works Pro-
gress Administration, the journey from Ontario to
Astoria is illustrated across 48 panels with images
from the Oregon Highway Department, the Secre-
(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17) Oregon State Archives:
tary of State, and the Oregon Historical County
Records Guide.

Lane Community College (Eugene)

Staff Changes. Archives and Records Manage-
ment, along with many other programs at Lane
Community College, was impacted by severe
budget cuts. The cuts this spring were larger than
expected and occurred with little advance warning.
The Archivist position was reduced to 50 percent,
and the Micrographics program was eliminated.
When the changes take effect in July, Elizabeth Uh-
lig will continue as half-time archivist and has ac-
cepted a half-time cataloging position in the college
library. The Archives is also losing Tiah Ed-
munson-Morton, who has been the NWAPI grant-
funded processing archivist this past year. Tiah has
accepted a full-time position with the Oregon State
University Archives in Corvallis. For further infor-
mation about changes at the Lane Community Col-
lege archives, contact Elizabeth Uhlig at 541-463-
5466 or uhlige@lanecc.edu

May Day “Red Bag” Lunch

In an effort to spread the word about May Day
throughout our campus, we organized a Red Bag
Lunch to invite people from the college community
to a casual lunchtime discussion of procedures in
the face of a records emergency. We also set up a
display of various pamphlets, books, the Emer-
gency Response and Salvage Wheel, and damaged
materials, then gave participants a tour of the Ar-
chives.We received positive feedback and were en-
couraged to do another lunchtime discussion, fo-
cusing on specific types of disasters.

Oregon Historical Society
Research Library (Portland)

New Archivist. Amy Bowman assumed the respon-
sibilities of Archivist in the Research Library start-

ing March 23. Her responsibilities include archival
processing and EAD cataloging, reference desk du-
ties, and digital imaging projects. Amy received her
BA in English from the University of Texas at Aus-
tin with a minor in history. She received her MLS
from the University of Texas School of Informa-
tion. Amy was the Social Science and Humanities
Research Archivist for a photography digitization
project at the Center for American History in Aus-
tin before moving to Portland to join the Research
Library staff.

Recent collection openings and re-openings:

» Congregational Church Collection, 1848-
1986 (Mss 1018). The collection, which was
gathered by the Oregon Historical Society from
various sources, consists of printed material,
correspondence, meeting minutes, and financial
records of individual churches and Congrega-
tional associations and conferences in Oregon.
Additionally, the collection contains one reel of
microfilmed records from the First Congrega-
tional Church in The Dalles that features early
meeting minutes, church histories, church pro-
grams, correspondence, and other church re-
cords. A final series of assorted church records
includes the marriage record book of Pastor P.
S. Knight, church certifications, and handwrit-
ten notes. Printed material produced by individ-
ual churches from 1880 through 1920 consti-
tutes the bulk of the collection and includes
pamphlets, annual reports, booklets, church
programs, sermons, and member directories,
among other material. The First Congregational
Church of Portland and the First Congrega-
tional Church of Oregon City (later Atkinson
Memorial Church) created the majority of these
materials. Other noteworthy items are hand-
written meeting minutes of early meetings of
Congregational associations and churches and
correspondence of Dr. George Atkinson, known
as “the father of Oregon public schools,” re-

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18) Oregon Historical Society:
garding Plymouth Congregational Church.

» Barker-Adair Family Papers, 1762-1967
(Mss 1131). Most of the materials in the col-
lection relate to William Morris Barker, who
served as the Episcopal Bishop of Olympia,
Washington, 1894-1901; his parents, George R.
Barker and Anna Ellis Morris Barker; and his
wife, Laura Adair Barker. The George R.
Barker materials include correspondence and
other papers relating to the Collegiate Institute
of Germantown, Pennsylvania; and papers re-
garding his invention of a heating duct system.
George’s wife, Anna Barker, is represented by
substantial correspondence, including many let-
ters written to her husband from Pennsylvania,
with local news and family events. The William
Morris Barker materials include letters sent to
him, relating primarily to church affairs, and
letters to his wife and family. There is a small
file of correspondence of Barker’s father-in-
law, John Adair, including a letter of 1854 from
John Withers, written from Yoncalla, Oregon,
and describing local and regional conditions.
Two diaries of John’s wife, Mary Ann Dickin-
son Adair, dating from 1872 and 1883-1884,
provide details of her daily life in Astoria, Ore-
gon. Also included is her short diary, written
1848-1849, describing her voyage from New
Orleans to California via Panama. Letters writ-
ten by Edward Wistar Barker, brother of Wil-
liam Morris Barker, 1880-1893, give a lively
narrative of his life and adventures in Duluth,
Minnesota. Of particular interest is a large col-
lection of diaries of Laura Adair Barker, dating
from 1868 to 1907, and containing well-written
entries about her activities and thoughts, some
written while she was a student at St. Helen’s
Hall in Portland. A diary of 1915-1916 con-
tains entries of both Laura Barker and her
daughter Anna. The collection also includes
biographical and genealogical information on
the Barker, Adair, Morris, Dickinson, and re-

lated families, as well as a small amount of ma-
terial relating to Ellen M. Booth, Samuel Booth,
Charles Breck, Mary L. Ferguson, John Guern-
sey, S. M. Guernsey, Abel Gunn, Anna Hol-
stein, Daniel Hoyt, Mary W. Lourey, Mary
Palmer, Sophie G. Putnam, and Mary Rodney.
Microfilm contains Adair family reminiscences,
genealogy and letters compiled by Loran P.
Adair Barker.

» Pacific Northwest Promotional Brochures
Collection, 1885-2005 (Mss 6000). Collection
created by the Oregon Historical Society con-
tains promotional brochures advertising busi-
ness and travel opportunities throughout the Pa-
cific Northwest, including Alaska, British Co-
lumbia, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana,
and California. Many brochures include color
and black-and-white illustrations. The bulk of
material describes Oregon and Washington cit-
ies, counties, hotels, resorts, and parks, and date
from the late 19" and early 20™ centuries.
Many of the most elaborate brochures were pro-
duced in collaboration with the Sunset Home-
seekers Bureau (also known as the Bureau of
Community Publicity), a subsidiary of the
Southern Pacific Railroad.

Oregon State University
Archives (Corvallis)

Recent accessions:

» Colegio Cesar Chavez Collection (MSS),
1965-2005. 0.15 cu. ft. Materials pertaining to
Colegio Cesar Chavez (Cesar Chavez College)
include a college catalog, correspondence, a
flyer, newspaper clippings, photographs, and
publications. In addition to recent images of the
former campus buildings and grounds, there are
also photographs of campus caretaker Art Olivo
and family at the Colegio campus and a poetry
reading by the Chicano poet Alurista inside the
main campus building. The correspondence

(Continued on page 20)
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when he helped establish the OSC Mountain

(Continued from page 19) Oregon State University:

documents Art Olivo’s admission and work for
the college. Among the publications is a 1964-
1965 Mt. Angel College Yearbook. Named for
the Mexican-American civil rights activist who
led the struggle to organize migrant farm work-
ers, Colegio Cesar Chavez (CCC) was formed
in 1973 on the campus of the former Mount An-
gel College in Mount Angel, Oregon. As the
first Chicano-oriented and managed four-year
college in the nation, the CCC sought to create
a “college without walls” that emphasized col-
laboration among students, staff, administrators,
their families, and the greater community. Con-
stantly plagued by financial difficulties and ad-
ministrative instability, CCC closed in 1983.
Ownership of the campus reverted to the Bene-
dictine Sisters of Mt. Angel.

Intercollegiate Athletics Records (RG 007),
circa 1952. 0.20 cu. ft. Two promotional ban-
ners produced to publicize the construction of
Parker Stadium, which was dedicated Oct. 24,
1953. The structure was re-named in 1999 to
honor alumnus Al Reser.

Willi Unsoeld Collection (MSS), 1963. 0.03
cu. ft. First-hand narrative accounts by Jim UlI-
man and alumnus Willi Unsoeld of a climbing
expedition on Mount Everest are composed in
the form of letter entries dating from Feb. 27
through June 12, 1963. The accounts document
the progress of the expedition and describe
strategies for the ascent, the health and person-
ality of other expedition members, the native
Nepalese porters, equipment, food, and acci-
dents. Details of Unsoeld’s hospitalization for
frostbite after the climb are also included.
Graduating in 1951 with a degree in physics,
Willi Unsoeld returned to OSC in 1958 to teach
philosophy and religion until departing for In-
dia in 1960 to join a climbing expedition. He
worked as Director for the Peace Corps in Ne-
pal from 1962 to 1967. Unsoeld’s involvement
in mountaineering dated to his college years,

Club. He perished under an avalanche while
climbing Mt. Rainier in 1979.
News and Communication Services Records
and Photographs (RG 203) (P 57), 1967-
2004. 11 cu. ft. This transfer from the Office
of News and Communication Services consists
of press releases and sound recordings of news
features produced for radio broadcast (often in
conjunction with the releases). Documenting
OSU faculty interviews and commentary, the
recordings cover topics such as tuition/
enrollment news, research projects, departmen-
tal budgets, building groundbreakings, and re-
action by faculty to current events. The re-
cordings also consist of radio ads and a ceremo-
nial “roast” of Football Coach Dee Andros.
Photographs document campus buildings, fac-
ulty/staff, recreational and athletic activities,
field research, Mom’s Weekend and other
events, Oregon landscapes, famous alumni,
classroom scenes, and aerial views of campus.
Numbering approximately 8,500 images, the
photographs include slide presentations such as
an OSU “trivia test.”
Oregon Fiber Flax Collection (MSS), 1940-
1969. 0.70 cu. ft. Materials pertaining to the
processing, marketing, and use of Oregon-
grown fiber flax includes annual USDA reports
on flax research, correspondence, Extension
bulletins and circulars, newspaper clippings,
textile magazines, a photograph, cloth samples,
and spools of fiber flax thread. The clippings
primarily document the efforts of USDA Agri-
cultural Engineer Jesse Harmond and Home
Economics Professor Joan Patterson in market-
ing the use of flax and promoting its produc-
tion. The photograph is a portrait of Jesse Har-
mond. Dating to the mid-19th century, flax cul-
tivation in Oregon grew steadily until World
War II, when the industry boomed due to
blocked supplies from European growers. Con-
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20) Oregon State University:
cerns over the prospect of European competi-
tion after the war led to efforts by Jesse Har-
mond and Joan Patterson at Oregon State Col-
lege to promote the production and use of flax
in separate projects that lasted from approxi-
mately 1945 until 1953.

Willamette University (Salem)

The staff at the Mark O. Hatfield Library, Wil-
lamette University, is pleased to announce the arri-

val of our new University Archivist, Mary McKay,
as of March 1, 2006.

Mary comes to Willamette from the University of
Georgia where she was Head of the Descriptive
Services Unit at the Richard B. Russell Library for
Political Research and Studies. Prior to that, she
worked at the Center for American History in Aus-
tin, Texas. She received her M.L.1.S. with an em-
phasis in archival enterprise from the University of
Texas-Austin and her B.A. from the University of
Nebraska-Omaha. Mary recently co-authored a
chapter on processing political collections which is
to be included in the forth-coming anthology titled
American Political Archives Reader.

Please join us in welcoming Mary to Oregon and
the Pacific Northwest!

NARA—Pacific Alaska Region,
and MOHALI (Seattle)

Picturing the Century Exhibit

The Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) in

Seattle will host the exhibit, “Picturing the Century:

One Hundred Years of Photography from the Na-
tional Archives,” from Aug. 5-Dec. 17. This travel-
ing exhibit of 150 iconic images from the 20" cen-
tury was created by the National Archives and Re-
cords Administration (NARA) from the millions of

photographs in its holdings. The exhibit is organ-
ized around six themes: A New Century; The
Great War & New Era; The Great Depression &
New Deal; Postwar America; and Century’s End.
The exhibit documents the intersection of two 20"
Century trends, the growing popularity of photogra-
phy and the expansion of Federal power with the
result of Federal agencies increasingly using pho-
tography to document their activities.

In conjunction with the exhibit, NARA—Pacific
Alaska Region, is partnering with MOHAI to offer
several events. These include a walking tour Aug.
12, with a Behind-the-Scenes Tour of the Photogra-
phy Collection at MOHALI conducted by Carolyn
Marr, Librarian, followed by a Behind-the-Scenes
Tour of NARA—Pacific Alaska Region, conducted
by Sarah Nelson, Archivist. On Sept. 13, MOHAI
and NARA will host a special evening with Bruce
Bustard of NARA’s exhibit staff in Washington,
D.C. Dr. Bustard curated the original exhibit and
wrote the exhibit catalogue, which was published
by the University of Washington Press. This eve-
ning lecture is scheduled at 7 p.m. at MOHALI On
Oct. 21, MOHAI and NARA will present a teacher
workshop at MOHALI focusing on using photo-
graphs in the classroom. For more information on
these events and others planned during the exhibit
go to the MOHAI website: www.seattlehistory.org

The staff at NARA—Pacific Alaska Region are
producing a companion exhibit, “Picturing the Cen-
tury in the Pacific Northwest,” of photographs from
the regional holdings documenting Federal agency
activities during the 20" Century in the Northwest.
This photo exhibit will be on display at NARA—
Pacific Alaska Region, at 6125 Sand Point Way N.
E., Seattle, from early August until December. A
companion CD of images from the regional hold-
ings is being created and will be available for
teachers and other interested individuals in early
August. For more information or to request a CD,
contact seattle.archives@nara.gov.
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NWA Board Meeting—May 2006

The Board of Northwest Archivists, Inc., met at the
Finlen Hotel in Butte, Montana on May 18, 2006.

Those present were: Terry Badger, Sharon Howe,
Diana Shenk, Ellen Crain, Elizabeth Joffrion, Tony
Kurtz, Terry Baxter, Candace Lein-Hayes, Anne
Foster, Arlene Schmuland Absent: Diana Ban-
ning, Kevin Tripp, Linda Morton-Keithley, John
Bolcer, Linda Long, Brian Johnson.

The meeting convened at 5:00 p.m. MST, with
president Terry Badger presiding.

1. The minutes of the March 2, 2006 board meet-
ing were approved unanimously.

2. Annual Meeting Update. (Lein-Hayes and
Crain) — Badger thanked both the local arrange-
ments committee and the program committee

chairs for their fine work.

a. Program Committee: Lein-Hayes circu-
lated a thank you letter she will use for all
program participants. Elizabeth Neilson
from Oregon State was commended for her
idea of compiling session presentations and
making them accessible online. There were
75 people registered and roughly 110 atten-
dees.

b. Local Arrangements Committee: Crain
noted that there was strong local support for
the conference, including some wonderful
door prizes from area businesses. She espe-
cially commended Harriet Shultz and other
members of her staff for their assistance.
The conference receipts were roughly
$9800 and expenditures roughly $8500, so

(Continued on page 23)
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(Continued from page 22) May Board Meeting:

the conference should show a small profit.

3. Reports
a. Ad Hoc Committee for Website Develop-

ment (Schmuland) — The committee sug-
gests hiring someone to build the website. It
should be a one-time project designed to
build a website that is easily updatable by
members. Discussion followed and centered
on hosting, construction, and maintenance
as the key issues. Schmuland will consult
with Bolcer to see if the University of
Washington can host the site while allowing
non-university access to it.

. Education Committee (Foster) — see ad-
dendum 1 for full report. Foster requested
board approval to expend funds for the web-
based brown bag meeting trial. The board
approved expenditures up to $300. Donna
McCrea is investigating leadership develop-
ment programs and the board indicated that
the education committee should continue
this investigation. The board discussed the
possibility of hosting the Western Archives
Institute in the NWA region. Foster will
contact Seattle Area Archivists and Califor-
nia Archivists to determine if and how that
could be accomplished.

Treasurer (Baxter for Banning) — see ad-
dendum 2 for full report. The board dis-
cussed the foreign membership issue and
decided to revise application and renewal
forms to indicate payment must be $15 in
US funds.

. Membership Coordinator (Shenk) — There
are currently 187 members. A breakdown of
the membership by category will be avail-
able from Shenk in late May. Badger re-
ported that the membership directory is
nearly done. He will get the updated mem-
bership listing from Shenk. Badger will ob-
tain printing and distribution costs and bring
them to the board for approval.

Nominating Committee (Joffrion) — There
were 80 ballots returned, indicating that
mail-in ballots are a success. Joffrion noted
that coordination with Easy Access in pro-
moting the elections is key. Elections were
close and the committee was pleased to
have a full slate of good candidates for all
offices. The election results were: Vice
President, Terry Baxter; Secretary, Ann
Frantilla; Oregon Rep, Brian Brown; Mon-
tana Rep, Donna McCrea; and Idaho Rep,
Nathan Bender.

Publications Committee (Bolcer) — Bolcer
absent; no report.

. Advocacy Committee (Joffrion) — the com-

mittee addressed two major issues: the
NHPRC funding issue and the NARA re-
classification issue. NWA faxed letters to
congressional delegations on the former and
sent letters to SAA and NARA on the latter.
The board discussed some member re-
sponses to the reclassification letters. The
board decided that board members will be
notified about communications being sent
out and that members affected by advocacy
communications may, at the board’s discre-
tion, be notified about what is being com-
municated. Badger will update the proce-
dures to reflect this.

. Awards Committee (Baxter for Johnson) —

the following awards were made: Western
Washington University awards were made
to Emiley Jensen and Rozlind Koester; the
at large student scholarship was awarded to
Melinda Snarr; the professional develop-
ment scholarship was awarded to Wendi
Lyons; the retirement recognition was
awarded to Terry Abraham; and the Wells/
Guido distinguished service award was
given to Karyl Winn.
By-laws Committee (Badger) — the pro-
posed by-law revisions had been circulated
to the membership and were ready for a
(Continued on page 24)
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(Continued from page 23) May Board Meeting:
vote at the business meeting. It was sug-
gested that Badger provide a simple sum-
mary at the meeting in case people had not
reviewed or were unclear about the revi-
sions.

j. Procedures Manual (Badger) — Shenk
volunteered to review and edit the proce-
dures manual, especially with regard to
changes in the awards and education com-
mittees.

k. Directory Project Committee (Howe for
Long and Bolcer). The directory is almost
finished and a report should be ready by the
next meeting.

4. NWA Organizational Records (Badger) — the
board discussed the management of the NWA
archives and the possibility that Karyl Winn
could take over this task. The item was carried
forward to the next meeting. Shenk agreed to
create a retention schedule for NWA records.

5. Logo (Joffrion) — Joffrion circulated sample lo-
gos for board review. No consensus favorite

emerged. Joffrion agreed to return to artist
Leann Arndt with ideas for revisions and sub-
mit the revised design(s) to the board.

2007 Meeting (Badger) — the meeting is going
to be in Pullman-Moscow. The majority of the
meeting will probably be held in Moscow as
there are renovations in progress at Pullman.
The local arrangements committee co-chairs are
Nathan Bender (University of Idaho) and
Trevor Bond (Washington State University). A
program committee chair has not been selected.

2008 and 2009 Meeting Selection (Badger) —
the board discussed the 2008 and 2009 meeting.
Even though the 2008 meeting should be Ore-
gon’s in rotation, Baxter requested that the Ore-
gon meeting be held in 2009 to coincide with
the state sesquicentennial. Alaska was a board
favorite for the 2008 meeting, but it was de-
cided to open up location selection at the busi-
ness meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

NWA Business Meeting—May 2006

2006 NWA Annual Meeting
Butte, Montana

Business Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2006

Meeting was convened at 8:30 a.m. MST, President
Terry Badger presiding. 55 members attended busi-
ness meeting.

Agenda:

1) Call to Order (Badger) — Welcome and special
thanks given to Candace Lein-Hayes and Ellen
Crain for their hard work on the Program and
Local Arrangements committees. There were
72 registrants.

2)

3)

4)

Awards Presentation (Baxter) — the following
awards were made: Western Washington Uni-
versity awards were made to Emiley Jensen and
Rozlind Koester; the at large student scholar-
ship was awarded to Melinda Snarr; the profes-
sional development scholarship was awarded to
Wendi Lyons; the retirement recognition was
awarded to Terry Abraham. It was announced
that the Wells/Guido distinguished service
award along with a $100 gift certificate to REI
was given to Karyl Winn the previous evening
during the banquet.
Treasurer’s Report (Baxter) — Please see ad-
dendum 2 in the Business Meeting minutes for
report.
Membership Report (Shenk) — There are cur-
(Continued on page 25)
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5)

6)

7)

rently 187 members. After the renewal period, a
precise breakdown will be available.
Nominations Committee Report (Joffrion) —
There were 80 ballots returned, indicating that
mail-in ballots are a success. Elections were
close and the committee was pleased to have a
full slate of good candidates for all offices. The
election results were: Vice President, Terry
Baxter; Secretary, Ann Frantilla; Oregon Rep,
Brian Brown; Montana Rep, Donna McCrea;
and Idaho Rep, Nathan Bender.

Education Committee Report (Foster) —
Please see addendum 1 in the Board Meeting
minutes for full report. Foster briefly discussed
the brown bag proposal and the leadership de-
velopment program.

By-Laws Revision (Badger) — Badger summa-
rized the three proposed revisions:

a) The Secretary/Treasurer position will
be split into two positions — a Secretary
and a Treasurer. They will be elected in
alternate years. The creation of a new
position allows for the possibility of a
tie vote in the Board; tie votes would be
referred to the general membership for
resolution. After discussion, this by-law
revision was unanimously approved by
the membership.

b) The Membership Coordinator will be-
come a permanent non-voting position
in NWA. It will maintain the member-
ship database and assume all member-
ship duties currently performed by the
Secretary. After discussion, this by-law
revision was unanimously approved by
the membership.

c) The Awards and Scholarship commit-
tees will be merged. This is a house-
keeping change made to reflect the ex-
isting reality of these two bodies. After
discussion, this by-law revision was
unanimously approved by the member-
ship.

8)

9)

d) Badger recognized Scott Cline for all of
his work on maintaining the by-laws
and procedures manual.

2007 Annual Meeting (Badger) — the meeting
is going to be in Pullman-Moscow. The major-
ity of the meeting will probably be held in
Moscow as there are renovations in progress at
Pullman. The local arrangements committee
co-chairs are Nathan Bender (University of
Idaho) and Trevor Bond (Washington State
University). A program committee chair has
not been selected.

2008 and 2009 Annual Meetings (Badger) —
the membership proposed and accepted An-
chorage, Alaska as the site for the 2008 meet-
ing. After discussion it was also proposed and
accepted that the meeting would be later than
usual to accommodate travel. The 2009 meet-
ing will be held in Oregon to coincide with the
state sesquicentennial.

10) Website Development Ad Hoc Committee

(Schmuland) — Continuing to investigate how
to revise the website. Bolcer reported that the
current host, the University of Washington,
will have a content management system in
place, making site updates simpler. The com-
mittee will continue to investigate with the in-
tention of making a proposal soon.

11) Logo (Joffrion) — reported that the board had

hired an artist to submit new logo designs for
consideration. The board discussed them and
Joffrion will return to the artist with sugges-
tions for revisions.

12) Membership Directory (Badger) — the direc-

tory is ready to go to print. Each member will
receive a copy. The intent is to update every
other year. It was suggested that an in-between-
publication information update sheet should be
sent to members.

13) Institution Directory (Long) — the project is

nearing completion. It will use a web-based
survey form. Stay tuned for details.

14) President’s Report (Badger) — Thank you to

(Continued on page 26)
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Celebrating Archives Week

Archives Week (or Month) celebrations provide a
means for archivists to raise the profile of their pro-
fession and institutions with the public and to bring
archivists together for social and educational pur-
poses. We invite any of you who have conducted or
are planning Archives Week (or Month) celebra-
tions to share ideas, reports, and plans with your
colleagues through this continuing column in Easy
Access. Please send items for the column to Sharon
Howe, assistant editor, howe@csu.edu. If you have
illustrations and photographs, please submit them
as well.

Oregon Archives Week, October 7-15". The Ore-
gon Archives Week Planning Group made signifi-
cant progress at their June meeting. The kick-off
event will be a joint-venture between Oregon State
University and the Benton County Historical Soci-
ety. An open Antiques Road Show-style preserva-
tion consultation and a lecture on Oregon Utopian
Communities are two of the planned events. For
the closing reception, the Oregon Shakespeare Fes-
tival Archives will host archivists for a special
viewing and lecture featuring the First Folio. Other
events may be scheduled. Watch this space, visit
arcweb.sos.state.or.us/oaw/, or contact Layne Saw-
yer (503-378.5198 / layne.g.sawyer(@ state.or.us)
for more details.

In connection with the reception in Ashland at the
conclusion of Oregon Archives Week, there will be
some substantial ticket discounts for OSF perform-
ances for the weekend, but how big a discount will
depend on how many people are planning to attend
and are interested in seeing a show. Please contact
Kit Leary directly if you are interested in attending
a play so we can gauge interest (541/482-2111, ext.
266 or kitl@osfashland.org). King John by William
Shakespeare may be of particular interest to archi-
vists since he was king at the time the Magna Carta
was issued, he is the king in “Robin Hood,” and he
was the youngest son of Eleanor of Aquitaine, as

portrayed in the film, The Lion in Winter. Perform-
ances of King John are scheduled on Saturday, Oct.
14, at 1:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. See www.osfashland.
org for more information about the plays.

Kit is checking into room availability at nearby ho-
tels and will provide further information as it be-
comes available. The reception, including an ex-
hibit about a loaned copy of a First Folio printed in
1623 and a lecture by Paul Merchant of Lewis and
Clark College about the Folio, is planned on Sun-
day, late morning and into the afternoon. The OSF
Archives, adjacent to the Folio Room, will also be
open. There may be additional events at the SOU
Library that weekend, to be announced.

(ichivist’s Calendar

July 31-Aug. 6, 2006 Society of American Archivists
annual conference, Washington, D.C.

August 2,2006  Academy of Certified Archivists exam
Washington, DC; Albany, NY; Tampa, FL;
Indianapolis, IN; Seattle, WA

September 13-16, 2006 American Association for
State & Local History annual meeting, Phoenix, AZ

Oct. 11-14, 2006 Association of Moving Image
Archivists annual meeting, Anchorage, AK
Oct. 25-29, 2006 Oral History Association annual
conference, Little Rock, AR
May 16-19, 2007 Society of California Archivists
annual meeting, Long Beach, CA

(Continued from page 25) NWA Business Meeting
the outgoing board members. Welcome to the
incoming board members. Thanks to all of the
meeting sponsors. Introduction of the incoming
President, Sharon Howe.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30.
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e Provided continuing education and profes-
sional development opportunities through
well planned annual meetings, including
opportunities to meet with colleagues from
other Western regions.

e Continued to expand coverage through our
quarterly publication, Easy Access, and
placed some past issues on the website.

e Provided more up-to-date employment op-
portunity information through our website.

The list could go on, but you get the idea. To keep
Northwest Archivists as a vital service to the archi-
val community in our region, we must not rest on
our laurels but build on the foundation that has
been so well laid. Here are just some of the initia-
tives that are underway or will be initiated for the
coming year:

e The Education Committee, headed so capa-
bly by Anne Foster, is working on several
possibilities, including some which will
take advantage of new technologies to de-
liver opportunities for continuing education
and professional development. The board
has approved a test run of a Brown Bag chat
program, so please stay tuned.

e The long-awaited directory of archival and
manuscript repositories in the Northwest is
moving along, with an on-line survey form
in the final stages of testing before it goes
live, thanks to Linda Long and John Bolcer.

e A Membership Directory will soon be in
your hands, thanks to Diana Shenk.

e The Advocacy Committee will continue to
monitor regional and national issues of im-
portance and respond to member needs. In
addition, the committee will embark on
some new advocacy initiatives using Ar-
chives Week/Month as a springboard and
will initiate some new membership recruit-
ment efforts.

e Design of a new logo for NWA is well un-
derway, thanks to Beth Joffrion.

e Redesign of the website and easier updating
of information is in the works, thanks to
John Bolcer and Arlene Schmuland.

e Some important structural and procedural
changes have been made or are in the offing
that will help our all-volunteer organization
function more efficiently and better serve
our membership. Among these are obtain-
ing 501¢3 non-profit status that will allow
NWA to take advantage of appropriate
grant opportunities to help support our ini-
tiatives, particularly in the area of continu-
ing education and professional develop-
ment.

e Continued support of the Northwest Digital
Archives.

e Improvement of the NWA Archives by
Karyl Winn, a founding member and winner
of the 2006 Wells/Guido distinguished ser-
vice award.

With a grand annual meeting completed in Butte
(Thanks Ellen Crain, Candace Lein-Hayes, and
many helpers!), we are looking forward to our next
gathering in Pullman-Moscow in 2007, followed by
our first-ever meeting in Alaska in 2008!

What all this means is that we have many opportu-
nities for service to our colleagues and the profes-
sion, and we are seeking volunteers for a number of
committees. If you have a particular interest, please
contact me or any other board member to volunteer.
Meanwhile, we will keep you posted through Easy
Access, our website, and the e-mail “tree” on pro-
gress and needs.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve Northwest
Archivists.

Sharon Howe, President
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conference, Easy Access published four times a year, and a membership directory.

To join send this form, along with $15, checks payable to Northwest Archivists, Inc., to Diana Shenk, Wash-
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Addendum 1

Northwest Archivists Board Meeting—May 2006
Education Committee
Annual Report, May 18, 2006

The Education Committee’s main accomplishment is initiating and maintaining a list of existing
continuing education opportunities. The list, which is updated quarterly and posted on the NWA website,
includes opportunities available within the region as well as a number of courses and workshops offered
via distance technology. Members of the Education Committee have each “adopted” one of the states
within the region in order to monitor opportunities. There is a surprising number of workshops already
being offered, particularly on the topics of preservation and digitization. Additionally, the Chair has
written an article about the experience of taking a distance education workshop and submitted it to Easy
Access. Although there was no space available in the last issue, it is hoped the article will appear in the
next one.

While we have not progressed as far as hoped in starting a Brown Bag chat program, we have done some
research on the possible technological solutions for the idea. Following is the summary submitted by
Committee member Wendi Lyons:

“My research kept leading me to WebEx which offers a convenient feature of Pay per meeting, 0.33 cents
a minute/user, about $20/hr. This allows us to use all that WebEx has to offer without having to sign up
for a plan. I haven't used Webex before but it sounds like the standard format is presentation of
information through teleconference and through presentation/slides/papers/video which attendees can see
in a content viewer. Apparently, attendees can also participate in a chat which is the way my classes at
UIUC operated. We listened in real-time to the lecturer and were able to comment/ask questions through
chat; this worked quite well, although it does require a bit of multitasking by the presenter. Sometimes, a
professor would have a TA monitor the chat while he/she lectured because with a large class and thought-
provoking discussion, the conversation could move! I noticed that the Cuadra workshop on the 18th uses
WebEX so I'll be interested to see how smoothly everything runs. But I think this could be the best fit for
what we have in mind for a Brown Bag Lunch (Lunch Lectures, Lunch Bytes, Backlog Break...
hmmmm... we'll have to come up with a catchy name) Here's the link to the Pay per Meeting:
https://my.webex.com/login.php; let me know if you have any questions.”

One of the benefits of this feature is that participants can join in by either chat or voice technology—
something suggested previously by the Board. If the Board approves testing, the Committee will make
holding a test session our main goal for next year.

We had discussions with the Program Committee and session chairs about pre-conference workshops,
including the possibility of offering a distance component for those unable to attend in person. While it
was ultimately decided that we weren’t yet ready, this remains a viable option for the future.

Finally, Donna McCrea has proposed the creation of a Leadership Program for archivists. I have worked
with Donna to locate existing programs in allied professions. With the results of the A*Census indicating
that many of our professional leaders are poised to retire, this is a very timely idea. With no program
currently available within the profession, we have a good opportunity for grant support.

Respectfully submitted,
Anne L. Foster, Chair
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Addendum 2

Treasurer’s Report

NWA Balance 4/12/2005

Receipts

Conference receipts 2005

2005/06 Membership Dues

Interest from checking account
Donations for scholarship fund

Easy Access Advertisement income
Contribution for Montana Scholarship'
2006 Conference Receipts

Total Receipts 4/13/05 - 5/10/06

Expenditures

Easy Access printing

Easy Access postage

Banking Charges’

NWA Scholarships *

Board Conference calls

Dirctory Printing

Election Mailing

SSA/SAA EDA Grant fund -
donation for Katrina

Pacific Northwest Quarterly *

2006 Conference Costs °

Total Expenditures 4/13/05 - 5/10/06

NWA Balance 5/10/06

Report Explanation:
! Scholarship for Montana professionals

$11,492.83

$1,311.09
$2,525.00
$9.77
$200.00
$1,200.00
$500.00
$8,405.00

$14,150.86

$988.96
$566.87
$55.39
$0.00
$280.33
$301.20
$85.34
$1,000.00

$400.00
$706.98

$4,385.07

$21,258.62

? returned check fees; deposit fees; canadian deposit fees; new checks
? Scholarship recipients have been notified, but not awarded as of this report
* Yearly $200 contribution for 2005 and 2006

32006 Conference costs and receipts are not finalized. After the conference is completed,

a more detailed accounting will be compiled.



